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CEDAR BLUFF
Box 76A

(785)726-3212
Ellis,  67637

CHENEY
16000 NE 50th St.

(316) 542-3664
Cheney   67025

CLINTON
798 N. 1415 Rd.

(785) 842-8562
Law

rence   66049

CRAW
FORD

1 Lake Rd.
(620) 362-3671

Farlington,   66734

EISENHOW
ER

29810 S. Fairlaw
n Rd.

(785) 528-4102
Osage City   66523

EL DORADO
618 NE Bluestem

(316) 321-7180
El Dorado   67042

ELK CITY
4825 Squaw

 Creek Rd.
(620) 331-6295

Independence  67301 

FALL RIVER
144 Highw

ay 105
(620) 637-2213

Toronto   66777

GLEN ELDER
Box 162A

(785) 545-3345
Glen Elder   67446

HILLSDALE
26001 W

. 255th St.
(913) 783-4507

Paola,   66071

KANOPOLIS
200 Horesthief Rd.

(785) 546-2565
M

arquette   67464

LOVEW
ELL

RR 1, Box 66A
(785) 753-4971

W
ebber   66970

M
EADE

13051 V Rd.
(620) 873-2572

M
eade   67864

M
ILFORD

8811 State Park Road
(785) 238-3014

M
ilford   66514

PERRY
5441 W

estlake Rd.
(785) 246-3449

Ozaw
kie   66070

POM
ONA

22900 S. Highw
ay 368

(785) 828-4933
Vassar   66543

PRAIRIE DOG
Box 431

(785) 877-2953
Norton   67654

SAND HILLS
4207 E. 56th, Route 5

(620) 663-5272
Hutchinson   67502

SCOTT
520 W

. Scott Lake Dr.
(620) 872-2061

Scott City   67871

TORONTO
144 Highw

ay 105
(620) 637-2213

Toronto   66777

TUTTLE CREEK
5020-B Tuttle Cr. Blvd.

(785) 539-7941
M

anhattan   66502

W
EBSTER

1210 Nine Rd.
(785) 425-6775

Stockton   67669

W
ILSON

RR 1, Box 181
(785) 658-2465

Sylvan Grove   67481
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R
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T
he fingernail-sized zebra m

ussel poses a m
ultibil-

lion-dollar threat to N
orth A

m
erica's industrial, agricul-

tural, and m
unicipal w

ater supplies, and it could
becom

e a costly nuisance for freshw
ater shipping,

boating, fishing, and clam
m

ing. First found in 1988 in
the G

reat L
akes, this invader could becom

e m
ore w

ide-
spread than the com

m
on carp and cause far m

ore eco-
nom

ic dam
age than the M

editerranean fruit fly.
P

ublic assistance in reporting zebra m
ussel sight-

ings at new
 locations is essential to help prevent its

spread to other inland lakes and rivers.
Z

ebra m
ussels look like sm

all clam
s w

ith a yellow
-

ish-brow
n D

-shaped shell, usually w
ith alternating

dark- and light-colored stripes. T
hey can be up to 2

inches long, but m
ost are less than an inch. Z

ebra m
us-

sels usually grow
 in clusters containing num

erous indi-
viduals and are generally found in shallow

 (6-30 feet),
algae-rich w

ater.
Z

ebra m
ussels are the only

freshw
ater m

ollusk that
can firm

ly attach itself to solid objects such as sub-
m

erged rocks, dock pilings, boat hulls, aquatic vegeta-
tion, and w

ater intake pipes.
If you discover zebra m

ussels, note the date and pre-
cise location w

here they w
ere found. Take one or m

ore
m

ussels w
ith you and store them

 in rubbing alcohol.
D

o not throw
 them

 back in the w
ater!

Im
m

ediately c ontact the K
ansas D

epartm
ent of

W
ildlife, Parks and Tourism

, R
esearch and Survey

O
ffice, 1830 M

erchant, PO
 B

ox 1525, E
m

poria, K
S

66801, (620) 342-0658, or any of the departm
ent's

regional offices or other offices listed on this brochure.
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N
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Z
ebra m

ussels have been found in several K
ansas

w
aters. A

nyone using w
aters that are infected M

U
ST

drain and clean their equipm
ent before launching in a

new
 w

ater body. Sw
im

m
ers and w

aders should w
ear

protective clothing to prevent direct contact w
ith the

zebra m
ussel's razor-like shell.

R
em

em
ber: It is illegal to im

port or release
zebra m

ussels in K
ansas.
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 p
articip

ate in
 an

d
 b

en
efit fro

m
 p

ro
g

ram
s

d
escrib

ed
 h

erein
 is availab

le to
 all in

d
ivid

u
als w

ith
o

u
t reg

ard
 to

race, co
lo

r, n
atio

n
al o

rig
in

, sex, ag
e, d

isab
ility, sexu

al o
rien

tatio
n

,
g

en
d

er id
en

tity, p
o

litical affiliatio
n

, an
d

 m
ilitary o

r veteran
 statu

s.
C
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f d
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 b
e sen

t to
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t o
f W
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u
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S
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ve., To
p

eka, K
S

 66612-1327.
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T

he zebra m
ussel is a fingernail-sized m

ussel
that conservationists fear could threaten aquatic
ecosystem

s and dam
age industry. A

ccording to
recent inform

ation from
 the U

.S. A
rm

y C
orps of

E
ngineers and the G

reat L
akes Sea G

rant
N

etw
ork, a “Z

ebra M
ussel W

atch” has been
issued for m

idw
estern states.
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Z

ebra m
ussels look like sm

all clam
s w

ith yel-
low

-brow
n shells, usually w

ith dark- and light-col-
ored stripes. M

ost are sm
aller than 1 inch long. T

he
m

icroscopic larvae can live in a teaspoon of w
ater.
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T

he zebra m
ussel escaped from

 its hom
eland

in the B
lack and C

aspian seas in the 1700s and
em

igrated to w
estern E

urope. From
 there, it

hitched a ride in the ballast tanks of ships across
the A

tlantic and through the St. L
aw

rence
Seaw

ay to the G
reat L

akes. T
hen adults and lar-

vae spread to the Illinois and M
ississippi rivers

by barge and boat traffic.
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K

ansas boaters w
ho m

ove their vessels from
A

N
Y

 body of w
ater to another can help prevent

the spread of zebra m
ussels in K

ansas by taking
the follow

ing protective m
easures before m

ov-
ing their boats from

 one body of w
ater to

another:

1) drain the bilge w
ater, live w

ells, and bait
buckets;

2)
rem

ove any attached vegetation or m
ud;

3)
inspect the boat and trailer for attached

zebra m
ussels;

4)
scrape off any zebra m

ussels;
5)

dry boat and trailer for five days before
entering another w

aterw
ay, O

R
5a) w

ash boat parts and trailer w
ith 140-

degree w
ater, a 10-percent chlorine and

w
ater solution, or hot saltw

ater solution.
D

o not w
ash at boat ram

ps.

Finish w
ith a clean-w

ater rinse.

F
or m

ore inform
ation on zebra 

m
ussels, go to kdw

pt.state.ks.us

In K
ansas, zebra m

ussels are now
 present

in several K
ansas lakes.

U
nlike other freshw

ater m
ussel larvae, zebra

m
ussels don’t attach to fish or other hosts prior

to adulthood. C
onsequently, they can easily

spread anyw
here that w

ater currents, w
ildlife, or

hum
an activities take them

. O
ne of the zebra

m
ussel’s m

ost effective m
eans of dispersion is

traveling in bilge w
ater of boats.
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If the zebra m

ussel's invasion follow
s the pat-

tern observed elsew
here, the creature’s popula-

tion in the E
l D

orado lake w
ill peak in a few

years. For the zebra m
ussel, “peak” population

is thousands per square foot, covering every
inch of solid surface.

Z
ebra m

ussels can attach to anything firm
,

including w
ater intakes of pow

er generating
plants, m

unicipal w
ater system

s, and boats.
T

hey can accum
ulate 6 inches deep, severely

reducing the flow
 of w

ater and posing a m
ulti-

billion-dollar threat to industry, agriculture, and
m

unicipal w
ater supplies.

B
ecause of their sheer num

bers (fem
ales can

produce 1,000,000 eggs per season), zebra m
us-

sels can sm
other native freshw

ater m
ussel beds.

O
ther w

ildlife are vulnerable, too. Z
ebra m

us-
sels are filter feeders, gleaning tiny particles of
organic food from

 the surrounding w
ater. Som

e
observers fear they w

ill deplete the supply of
food available to shad, paddlefish, and other
native species. A

dd the cost of dam
age to boats,

m
otors, docks, and other m

arine equipm
ent, and

you have a very expensive scenario.

zebra m
ussels and dim

e

zebra m
ussel cluster

on native m
ussel

It is illeg
al to

 p
o

ssess an
d

 tran
sp

o
rt

th
is sp

ecies alive (K
A

R
 115-18-10)

B
efo

re L
eavin

g
:

• D
rain

 all w
ater fro

m
 eq

u
ip

m
en

t.
 

(b
o

at, livew
ell, b

ait bu
cket, b

ilg
e, d

u
ck d

ecoys, etc.)
• In

sp
ect eq

u
ip

m
en

t an
d

 rem
ove any 

 
visib

le m
u

d
, p

lan
ts, o

r an
im

als.
• D

isp
o

se o
f u

n
w

an
ted

 b
ait an

d
 o

th
er an

im
als o

r p
lan

ts 
 

in
 th

e trash
 o

r o
n

 d
ry g

ro
u

n
d

.

F
o

r m
o

re in
fo

rm
atio

n
 visit w

w
w

.kd
w

p
t.state.ks.u

s
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T
h

is W
ater C

o
n

tain
s:

Z
eb

ra
M

u
ssel


