
K K
anopolis
S

tate Park
K

ansas’ oldest recreation area
includes m

ore than 15,000
acres of rolling hills, bluffs,

and w
oods. K

anopolis R
eservoir at

norm
al pool covers 3,000 acres and

is located just off H
ighw

ay K
-141,

33 m
iles southw

est of Salina. 
C

onstruction 
of 

the 
reservoir’s

dam
 began in 1940 but w

as halted

in 
1942 

due 
to 

W
orld 

W
ar 

II.
C

onstruction resum
ed in 1946, and

the project w
as com

pleted in 1948.
The K

ansas P
ark A

uthority dedicat-
ed 

tw
o 

areas 
on 

M
ay 

30, 
1959

L
angley Point (also know

n as “the
South Shore’) and H

orsethief (also
know

n as “the E
ast Shore” or “

H
orsethief 

C
anyon”). 

The 
K

ansas

D
epartm

ent of W
ildlife and P

arks
continues 

to 
operate 

these 
areas.

The U
.S. A

rm
y C

orps of E
ngineers

operates 
tw

o 
parks 

as 
w

ell 
–

Venango and R
iverside. The C

orps
also m

aintains the Yankee R
un and

B
olt B

luff access areas.

W
ater skiing, boating, jet skiing, and sw

im
m

ing are
the m

ost popular w
ater sports at K

anopolis R
eservoir.

W
hen participating in these sports, please use caution,

obey all regulations, and be courteous to other park
users.

K
anopolis S

tate P
ark has com

plete facilities, including
a full service m

arina, deluxe cabin rentals, horse rental,
beaches, picnic areas, and trails for horseback riding,
m

ountain bikes, and hiking.
M

ushroom
 R

ock S
tate P

ark is a geological form
ation

of sandstone spheres balanced on softer pedestals of
sandstone. The pow

er of erosion w
eathered aw

ay the
softer portions of the sandy rock. The spheres of the
naturally cem

ented portions of the sandstone are w
hat

w
e see today. The S

m
oky H

ill w
agon train trail crossed

in this vicinity, and travelers w
ould venture off the trail

to visit the rocks. M
any interesting displays of artw

ork
from

 days past are recorded. P
lease do not add any of

your ow
n.

W
ithin the H

orsethief A
rea of K

anopolis S
tate P

ark,
there is an active prairie dog tow

n. The best tim
e to see

the “dogs” is on w
arm

, sunny days. 
To the w

est are the historic F
aris C

aves, hand dug
into the sandstone cliff. They w

ere once used as a
school and living quarters.

A
 unique recreational and educational experience is in

store for those w
ho travel the L

egacy Trail , w
hich high-

lights historical sites in the lake area. Trail m
aps are avail-

able at the C
orps Inform

ation C
enter and the K

anopolis
State P

ark O
ffice.

L
ocated 

throughout 
the 

14 
cam

pgrounds 
in 

the
L

angley 
P
oint 

and 
H

orsethief 
areas 

are 
133 

utility
cam

psites and m
ore than 200 prim

itive sites.
Four deluxe cabins are located in the L

ittle B
luestem

C
abin A

rea. D
eluxe cabins are full service w

ith a kitchen
and restroom

, and w
ill accom

odate five to six people.
C

abins have a view
 of the lake and are close to the sw

im
beach. 

R
eservations 

can 
be 

m
ade 

on-line 
at:

reserve.kdw
p.state.ks.us or by contacting the S

tate P
ark

office M
onday through F

riday 8:00 a.m
. to 4:30 p.m

.
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Interpretive program
s, guest speakers, film

s, nature
hikes, live anim

al displays, and m
ore are presented

M
ay-S

eptem
ber on F

ridays, S
aturdays, and S

undays.
C

heck w
ith the office, self-pay stations, m

arina, or
bulletin boards for m

ore inform
ation.

W
hen in a cam

pground, please put your trash in
the centrally-located dum

psters provided. In day-use
areas, please take your trash w

ith you.
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HORSETHIEF AREA
Buzzard bay
Sandy Shore
Eagle Point
Rockin K
Rockin K Shelter
Bur Oak

Rockwall
Horsethief Canyon
Corral Shelter
LANGLEY POINT AREAMulberry
Beach Shelter
Sumac

Cottonwood
Cottonwood Shelter
Yucca

Sandstone
Caving Banks
Sandplum
Switchgrass
Little Bluestem Cabin AreaBluestem Shelter

CAMPGROUNDSCABINS

RESTROOM

FACILITIES

EXTRA FEATURES

K
anopolis State Park
200 H

orsethief R
d.

M
arquette, K

S 67464

(Park O
ffice)

(785) 546-2565

(R
egional O

ffice)
(316) 683-8069

K
anopolisSP@

ksoutdoors.com
w

w
w

.kdw
pt.state.ks.us
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 p
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d
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en
efit fro

m
 p

ro
g

ram
s

d
escrib

ed
 h

erein
 is availab

le to
 all in

d
ivid

u
als w

ith
o

u
t reg

ard
 to

race, co
lo

r, n
atio

n
al o

rig
in

, sex, ag
e, d

isab
ility, sexu

al o
rien

tatio
n

,
g

en
d

er id
en

tity, p
o

litical affiliatio
n

, an
d

 m
ilitary o

r veteran
 statu

s.
C

o
m
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f d
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o
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 b
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an

sas D
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t o
f W
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d

 To
u
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S
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an
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ve., To
p

eka, K
S

 66612-1327.
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U
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R

A
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E
njoy a w

alk on this trail and observe native plants,
w

ildlife, Indian history, and the geology of the canyons.
The 1.5-m

ile trail follow
s B

ison C
reek. N

um
bered yellow

m
arkers 

along 
the 

trail 
correspond 

to 
the 

brochure
“B

uffalo Track C
anyon N

ature Trail” available at gate-
houses, inform

ation centers, the m
arina, and the state

park office. TH
IS

 TR
A

IL
 IS

 F
O

R
 H

IK
E

R
S
 O

N
LY.

M
U

LT
I-U

S
E

 T
R

A
IL S

Y
S

T
E

M
K

anopolis offers 27.38 m
iles of trails open to hikers,

m
ountain bikers, and horseback riders, 15.3 of w

hich are
on the Sm

oky H
ill W

ildlife A
rea. This series of trails is com

-
prised of the R

ockin’ K
 trails that go to and from

 the
R

ockin’ K
 cam

pground. The H
orsethief trails loop through

canyons and trees. Farther north and w
est, trails traverse

the Sm
oky H

ill W
ildlife A

rea, the P
rairie trails take you

through high prairie and R
ed R

ock C
anyon, a sandstone

canyon that w
ill take your breath aw

ay. N
orth of the P

rairie
trails are the A

lum
 C

reek trails, w
hich cross the vast prairie

and w
ater crossings. E

xperience all they have to offer, but
be aw

are, it can take m
ore than a day to com

plete som
e

trails on foot, and you w
on’t be able to cam

p along the w
ay.

S
P

LIT
 B

O
U

LD
E

R
 T

R
A

IL
The S

plit B
oulder Trail is a beginner m

ountain bike
trail. It starts at trailhead E

. This 1.63-m
ile trail loops

through interesting boulder form
ations, near the shore

line, through trees and m
eadow

s back to the trailhead.
H

ikers are w
elcom

e to use this scenic trail.

W
ILD

LIF
E

 V
IE

W
IN

G
 A

R
E

A
 T

R
A

IL
The 40-acre W

ildlife V
iew

ing A
rea has a .6-m

ile A
D

A
accessible trail circling through a m

arsh and around tw
o

ponds, five photo blinds, and an observation deck that
offer opportunities for birders, photographers, and out-
door enthusiasts of all ages. C

ontributions from
 gener-

ous donors helped restore this area from
 an unused

m
otorcycle racetrack into a natural sanctuary.

K
ID

’S
 P

O
N

D
 A

D
A

 F
IS

H
IN

G
 A

C
C

E
S

S
 A

N
D

 T
R

A
IL

This new
 trail w

ill provide 1/2-m
ile of hardened sur-

face trail around the K
id’s F

ishing P
ond, elevated w

alk-
w

ays over the incom
ing creeks, interpretive signs, and

fishing access points. This w
ill offer excellent access for

people of lim
ited m

obility to fish, view
 w

ildlife, and enjoy
being outside.

T
R

A
IL S

E
A

S
O

N
The P

rairie trails and A
lum

 C
reek trails are closed to

horseback 
riding 

and 
m

ountain 
bikes 

from
 

N
ov. 

1
through Jan. 31. This is a safety precaution during hunt-
ing season. Trails inside the park are open year-round.
P
ortions of the trails m

ay be closed during high w
ater

because 
low

 
w

ater 
crossings 

becom
e 

hazardous 
or

im
passable at tim

es. A
lw

ays approach crossings w
ith

caution.

T
R

A
IL A

C
C

E
S

S
A

ll 
trails 

start 
in 

K
anopolis 

S
tate 

P
ark. 

C
am

ping
equ

estrians 
u
se 

th
e 

cam
pgrou

nd 
(trailh

ead 
A

).
E

questrians visiting for the day use H
orsethief C

anyon
(trailhead B

). H
ikers and m

ountain bikers use B
uffalo

Track C
anyon (trailhead C

). S
tay on trails and do not

trespass 
onto 

private 
land. 

C
am

ping 
h
ikers 

and
advanced 

m
ountain 

bikers 
can 

easily 
access 

trails
through R

ockw
all cam

pground (trailhead D
). B

eginning
m

ountain bikers m
ight consider the S

plit B
oulder Trail

(trailhead E
).

G
E

N
E

R
A

L T
R

A
IL R

U
LE

S

To help m
aintain the beauty of the trails, please follow

these rules:

1.P
ark all vehicles in designated parking areas w

ith a
vehicle perm

it properly displayed.
2. N

O
 m

otorized vehicles allow
ed on trails.

3. Trail access is allow
ed only from

 designated trailheads
– A

,B
,C

,D
, and E

 w
ithin the H

orsethief area.
4. C

am
p only in designated areas and display all perm

its.
5. N

O
 cam

ping or fires along the trails.
6. P

ack it in, pack it out! C
arry out all trash.

7. H
ikers yield right of w

ay to horseback riders.
8. M

ountain bikers yield right of w
ay to horseback rid-

ers and hikers.
9. M

ountain bikers m
ust rem

ain on m
arked trails or

m
aintained roads.

10. H
orseback riders m

ust rem
ain on m

arked trails.
11. H

orses are allow
ed on paved surfaces only w

here the
trail crosses a road.
12. B

uffalo Track C
anyon N

ature Trail is for hiking only.
13. W

ildlife V
iew

ing A
rea Trail is for hiking only. 

14. U
se proper trailheads to alleviate congestion and

conflicts. 

C
A

M
P

IN
G

 A
T

 R
O

C
K

IN
’ K

 C
A

M
P

G
R

O
U

N
D

The R
ockin’ K

 cam
pground is designed for equestri-

ans. 
S
ites 

1-10 
are 

available 
for 

non-equestrians 
by

request or reservation. S
ites 1-4 are A

D
A

 accessible. A
ll

sites are reservable.
C

am
ping equestrians are encouraged to call the state

park 
office 

(785) 
546-2565, 

or 
em

ail
K

anopolisS
P

@
w

p.state.ks.us to inquire about the avail-
ability of cam

psites at R
ockin’ K

 cam
pground.

R
O

C
K

IN
’ K

 C
A

M
P

G
R

O
U

N
D

 R
U

LE
S

1. B
A

C
K

 IN
T
O

 YO
U

R
 S

ITE
. K

eep cam
pers/horse trail-

ers and vehicles on im
proved cam

p pad. (P
lease stay

off grass.) O
ne cam

ping unit per site. The picnic shel-
ter IS

 N
O

T a cam
ping area.

2. H
orses m

ust be kept in cam
psite and secured at des-

ignated tie-ups or provided corrals w
hen not on the

trails. P
ortable corrals m

ay be used but m
ust be

erected 
around 

tie-ups. 
D

O
 N

O
T S

E
T P

O
R

TA
B

L
E

P
E

N
S
 A

R
O

U
N

D
 TR

E
E

S
.

3
. 

D
O

 N
O

T
 T

IE
 T

O
 T

R
E

E
S

, 
C

O
R

R
A

L
S

, 
E

L
E

C
T
R

IC
P

E
D

E
S

TA
L

S
, O

R
 L

A
N

TE
R

N
 H

O
L

D
E

R
S

 (S
ubject 

to
prosecution.)

4. K
eep horses inside designated areas of R

ockin’ K
C

am
pground. 

5
. 

H
O

R
S

E
S

 A
R

E
 N

O
T
 A

L
L

O
W

E
D

 A
T
 T

H
E

 S
H

O
W

E
R

B
U

IL
D

IN
G

 O
R

 P
IC

N
IC

 S
H

E
LTE

R
.

6. U
se the m

anure bunker provided. You are responsible
for keeping your cam

psite clean. W
heelbarrow

s and
hay forks are available w

ithout charge in the cam
p-

ground.
7. D

isplay valid perm
its at cam

psites and on vehicle.
8. 

D
O

 N
O

T W
A

S
H

 H
O

R
S
E

S
 A

T C
A

M
P

S
ITE

. 
U

se 
w

ash-
bays near the corrals.

9.
C

am
pers m

ay use N
O

 M
O

R
E

 T
H

A
N

 O
N

E
 (1) corral

pen/cam
psite. T

here is to be no saving or reserving
corrals for others.

If a pen is em
pty (i.e. no horse

and/or equipm
ent at the pen,) it m

ay be used by
anyone.

10. U
nless a prior reservation exists, the picnic shelter

is available on a first-com
e first-served basis. C

ontact
the park office to m

ake reservations.
11. P

ets shall be controlled at all tim
es by using any one

of the follow
ing m

ethods: hand-held lead not m
ore

than 10 ft in length; tethered chained or leash not
m

ore than 10 feet long provided the pet is under the
direct observation of and control by the ow

ner; or
confined to a cage, pen, vehicle, trailer, or cabin.

T
R

A
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S
E

Q
U

E
S

T
R
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N

 F
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C
IL
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G
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N
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D

L
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E
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R
E

A

H
U

N
T

IN
G

 A
N

D
 F

IS
H

IN
G

A
pproxim

ately 11,000 acres are m
anaged by the C

orps
and are open to the public for hunting. G

am
e anim

als
include pheasant, quail, prairie chicken, deer, furbearers,
turkey, squirrel, rabbits, coyotes, and a variety of w

ater-
fow

l.
K

anopolis R
eservoir offers excellent fishing for w

hite
bass and crappie.

W
hite bass m

ay be taken soon after the ice m
elts in the

shallow
s near B

luff C
reek or in the S

m
oky H

ill R
iver dur-

ing their spaw
ning runs, usually in A

pril.
The best crappie fishing occurs from

 M
arch to M

ay, but
crappie m

ay be caught year-around in Tow
er H

arbor and
Yankee R

un coves or along the face of the dam
.

This lake also supports w
alleye, saugeye, w

iper, large-
m

outh bass, and channel catfish. C
all the fisheries biolo-

gist for inform
ation, (785) 658-2465

A
ll federal and state fishing regulations are enforced.

S
M

O
K

Y
 H

ILL W
ILD

LIF
E

 A
R

E
A

M
anaged by the K

ansas D
epartm

ent of W
ildlife and

P
arks, the S

m
oky H

ill W
ildlife

A
rea encom

passes over
5,000 acres of diverse w

ildlife habitat. N
ative m

ixed grass
prairie and w

ooded creeks lead to the S
m

oky H
ill R

iver
that w

inds through the area. This popular area is know
n

for its deer, turkey, and quail hunting. W
aterfow

l frequent
the w

ildlife refuge and special hunts on the refuge pro-
vide additional hunting opportunities. C

all the S
m

oky
H

ill 
W

ildlife 
A

rea 
at 

(785) 
658-2465 

for 
a 

detailed
brochure.
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