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T
he Forecast is produced using data collected by fisheries

m
anagem

ent biologists during their annual lake m
onitoring activ-

ities (w
hich include test netting and electroshocking). N

ot every
lake is sam

pled each year, so a three-year average has been includ-
ed. W

aters w
ith low

 densities of certain species m
ay not be listed. 

T
he data is separated into three categories – reservoirs (those

larger than 1,200 acres), lakes (w
aters from

 10 to 1,200 acres), and
ponds (w

aters sm
aller than 10 acres) – because sam

pling on sm
all

w
ater bodies m

ay not be com
parable w

ith that on larger areas.
Tables have been created for popular species and include a

D
ensity R

ating,
P

referred R
ating, L

unker R
ating, B

iggest
F

ish, B
iologist’s R

ating, and 3-year A
verage.

T
he D

ensity R
ating

is the num
ber of fish that w

ere high-
quality size or larger sam

pled per unit of sam
pling effort. T

he
num

ber, listed in parentheses at the top of the D
ensity R

ating
colum

n, is the length of fish considered acceptable to m
ost

anglers and is different for each species. T
he higher the

D
ensity R

ating, the m
ore high-quality sized or larger fish per

surface acre in the lake. T
heoretically, a lake w

ith a D
ensity

R
ating

of 30 has tw
ice as m

any high-quality sized fish per
acre as a lake w

ith a D
ensity R

ating
of 15.

T
he P

referred R
ating

identifies how
 m

any above-average-
sized fish a w

ater contains. For exam
ple, a lake m

ay have a good
density of crappie, but few

 fish over 10 inches. T
he P

referred
R

ating
tells w

hich lake to go to for a chance to catch bigger fish.
T

he L
unker R

ating
is sim

ilar to the D
ensity R

ating, but it
tells you the relative density of lunker-sized fish in the lake. A
lunker is a certain length of fish considered a trophy by m

ost
anglers. It also differs w

ith each species and is listed in parenthe-
ses at the top of the L

unker R
ating

colum
n. For exam

ple, m
ost

anglers consider a channel catfish longer than 28 inches a lunker.
M

any lakes m
ay have a lunker rating of 0, but this does not m

ean
there are no big fish in that lake. It just m

eans that no lunker fish
w

ere caught during sam
pling, and they m

ay be less abundant than
in lakes w

ith positive L
unker R

atings.
Y

ou can use the D
ensity R

ating and L
unker R

ating
together.

If you w
ant num

bers, go w
ith the highest D

ensity R
ating. If you

w
ant only big fish, go w

ith the L
unker R

ating. Som
ew

here in the
m

iddle m
ight be a better choice. A

 lake w
ith a respectable rating

in all three categories w
ill provide the best overall fishing oppor-

tunities.
T

he B
iggest F

ish
colum

n lists the w
eight of the largest fish

caught during sam
pling. A

 heavy fish listed here can give the lunk-
er fisherm

en confidence that truly big fish are present.
T

he B
iologist’s R

ating
adds a hum

an touch to the forecast.
E

ach district fisheries biologist review
s the data from

 annual sam
-

pling of their assigned lakes. T
his review

 considers environm
ental

conditions that m
ay have affected the sam

pling. T
hey also consid-

er previous years’ data. A
 rating of P (poor), F (fair), G

 (good), or
E

 (excellent) w
ill be in the last colum

n. Som
etim

es the D
ensity

R
ating

m
ay not agree w

ith the B
iologist’s R

ating. T
his w

ill hap-
pen occasionally and m

eans the D
ensity R

ating
m

ay not accu-
rately reflect the biologist’s opinion of the fishery.

T
he T

hree-Y
ear A

verage
rating refers to the averaging of the

D
ensity R

ating
over the previous three years of sam

pling to help
show

 a trend for a particular lake.

This program
 receives federal financial assistance from

 the U
.S

.
Fish and W

ildlife S
ervice. U

nder Title V
I of the C

ivil R
ights A

ct of
1964, S

ection 504 of the R
ehabilitation A

ct of 1973, Title II of the
A

m
ericans w

ith D
isabilities A

ct of 1990, the A
g

e D
iscrim

ination A
ct

of 1975, Title IX
 of the E

ducation A
m

endm
ents of 1972, the U

.S
.

D
epartm

ent of the Interior and its bureaus prohibit discrim
ination on

the bases of race, color, national origin, ag
e, disability or sex (in edu-

cational program
s).  If you believe that you have been discrim

inated
against in any program

, activity or facility, or if your desire further
inform

ation please w
rite to: U

.S
. Fish and W

ildlife S
ervice, O

fficer for
D

iversity and C
ivil R

ights P
rogram

s, E
xternal P

rogram
s, 4040 N

orth
Fairfax D

rive, S
uite 130 A

rlington, VA
 22203

02/12

T
his brochure is designed to help im

prove
your fishing success. Y

our ability to catch
fish depends on m

any factors such as w
ater

tem
perature, w

ater clarity, w
eather, angling skills,

fishing pressure, and density of fish in the lake (i.e.
num

ber of fish/acre). Y
ou m

ay not have m
uch con-

trol over m
any of these factors, but you can use

these tables to select a high density population of
your favorite species.

B
e sure to keep a copy of the current Fishing

R
egulations 

Sum
m

ary 
in 

your 
tackle 

box. T
he

pam
phlet includes a listing of law

s and regulations,
inform

ation about aquatic nuisance species precau-
tions and distribution, as w

ell w
ith all the length

and creel lim
its for the various reservoirs and state

and com
m

unity lakes. T
he pam

phlet also has an
application for a M

aster A
ngler A

w
ard, as w

ell as a
list of state records.
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