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PIPING PLOVER
Charadrius melodus

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Piping Plovers:

All the waters within a corridor along the main stem of the Kansas River from the conflu-

ence of the Smoky Hill River and Republican River on Fort Riley in Geary County to the con-

fluence of the Missouri River in Kansas City, Wyandotte County.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has authority to designate areas of critical habitat for fed-

erally listed threatened species, but has not done so for Piping Plovers in Kansas.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Piping Plover is a small (6-7 inches long) whitish plover the color of dry sand. It has a narrow black band above the forehead

which reaches from eye to eye, a complete or incomplete dark ring around the neck, and yellow legs. In summer, the bill is yellow with

a dark tip. In winter bill and legs are dark.

Piping Plovers are rare migrants through Kansas. They require sparsely vegetated shallow wetlands and open beaches and sandbars

adjacent to or within streams and impoundments. Nesting has been recorded on sand bars along the Kansas River.

Piping Plovers may occur occasionally anywhere in the state where suitable habitat is found. The marked counties are the only ones

for which observation records are known.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Piping Plovers are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act, the Federal

Endangered Species Act, and state and

federal regulations applicable to those

acts. Any time an eligible project is pro-

posed that will impact the species’ pre-

ferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements under

Kansas’ statutes. Sponsors of projects

impacting Piping Plover habitats must

also contact the Endangered Species

Specialist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service, 315 Houston Street, Suite E,

Manhattan, Kansas 66502.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: Threatened

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM
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KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: NA

PLAINS MINNOW
Hybognathus placitus

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The plains minnow was once considered one of the most common bait fishes due to its size and abundance. The species is now scarce

where it was the most the predominant fish in the 1950s. The plains minnow is a minor component of the fish assemblage in the

Republican, Smoky Hill and Arkansas rivers where it was once abundant. It remains a significant portion of the fish fauna in the

Cimarron River. Threats are related to lack of water flow and flow rates that no longer have the natural high and low extremes this

species needs in its life history. The plains minnow is partly herbivorous and has a long gut and black-lined body cavity. It feeds in

schools near the bottom where sediments accumulate on sandy substrates. High flows during the summer trigger spawning and the

semi-bouyant eggs hatch as they are carried downstream where flow is more reliable. Few of these minnows live longer than 2 years.

The plains minnow has small eyes, thin lips and grows to 5 inches but is otherwise relatively nondescript.

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas docu-

mented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, since no recovery plan has been formulated, the following areas are des-

ignated as temporary critical for the Plains Minnow:

Critical Habitat Counties:

a) The Missouri River and associated tributaries (DP, AT, LV, WY);

b) The Kansas River (GE, RL, PT, WB, SN, JF, DG);

c) The Arkansas River downstream of Wichita (SG, SU, CL);

d) The Cimarron River in Meade, Clark, and Comanche counties (ME, CA, CM);

e) Salt Fork of the Arkansas River in Barber Co. (BA);

f) The Ninnescah River downstream of the North and South Fork confluence (SG, SU);

g) The Medicine Lodge River in Barber Co. (BA) through Pratt Co. (PR) and upstream;

h) The Republican River (all counties);

i) The Big Sandy Creek (BA);

j) The White Rock Creek (JW);

k) The Crooked Creek (ME);

l) The Smoky Hill River (LG, GO, TR);

m) South Fork Nemaha River (NM);

n) Bluff Creek (CM).

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Plains Minnows are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act administra-

tive regulations applicable thereto. Any

time an eligible project is proposed that

will impact the species’ preferred habi-

tats within its probable range, the proj-

ect sponsor must contact the Ecological

Services Section, Kansas Department of

Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, 512 SE

25th Ave., Pratt, Kansas 67124-8174.

Department personnel can then advise

the project sponsor on permit require-

ments.

Probable Historic Range

Known Historic Range

Designated Critical Habitat
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RABBITSFOOT MUSSEL
Quadrula cylindrica

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Rabbitsfoot Mussels:

(1) The main stem of the Neosho River from John Redmond dam in Sec. 10-T21S-R15E,

Coffey County, to the Kansas/Oklahoma border in Sec. 18-T35S-R22E, Cherokee County.

(2) The main stem of the Spring River in Cherokee County from the Missouri border (Sec.

1-T33S-R25E) to U.S. 66 (Sec. 17-T34S-R25E).

(3) The main stem of the Verdigris River from the K-47 bridge in Sec. 8-T29S-R16E, Wilson

County, to the Kansas/Oklahoma border in Sec. 18-T35S-R17E, Montgomery County.

KANSAS: Endangered

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Rabbitsfoot Mussels are protected by

the Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
This freshwater mussel is an elongated, rectangular shaped shell, moderately inflated with thick to moderately thick shell. The pos-

terior ridge has longer, distinctive knobs. The exterior of the shell is olive, sometimes yellow-brown and is usually covered with dark

green or black triangles. The nacre (inside of shell) is white. The shell can reach a maximum length of 4 inches.

A riverine mussel requiring clear streams with gravel substrate and moderate, stable currents. Historically occurred in the Neosho,

Spring and Verdigris Rivers. Currently several known populations occur in the Neosho and Spring Rivers.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions
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REDBELLY SNAKE
Storeria occipitomaculata

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Redbelly Snakes:

(1) All suitable habitat occurring within the section of Cherokee and Crawford counties east

of U.S. Highway 69 at the Kansas-Oklahoma border (Sec. 18, T35S, R24E), extending north

to State Highway K-7 (Sec. 7, T33S, R24E), then continuing north to the northern border of

Crawford County (Sec. 30, T27S, R24E).

(2) All suitable woodland habitat within Douglas, Jefferson, Johnson, Leavenworth, and

Wyandotte counties.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Redbelly Snakes are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Redbelly Snake is 8-10 inches long, has keeled scales, and a divided anal scale. On its dorsal side, its color may be slate gray

or reddish brown. Two thin darker stripes are on each side. The snake’s belly may be bright orange-red or jet black. Any combination

of dorsal and belly colors can occur. There are three light spots on the neck.

Redbelly Snakes seem to prefer deeply wooded regions near rivers and lakes, sandstone woods, wooded hillsides, hillsides near

streams, steep slopes of forested hills, moist areas, moist woodlands, woodlands with dense leaf litter, lowlands, forest edge, open

fields, the vicinity of old dilapidated farm buildings, and woodlands which remain damp throughout the year. They are usually discov-

ered on damp ground beneath leaf litter, leaf mold, or pine needles mixed with dead leaves; equally as often they are found under flat

rocks, logs, rotten logs, boards, and other surface debris.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions
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REDSPOT CHUB
Nocomis asper

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Redspot Chubs:

(1) The main stem of Shoal Creek from its point of entry into Kansas at Sec. 36, T34S, R25E

to its confluence with Empire Lake in Sec. 29, T34S, R25E in Cherokee County, Kansas.

(2) The main stem of Spring River at the point of entry on the Kansas-Missouri border in

Cherokee County, (Sec. 1, T33S, R25E) to the confluence with Shoal Creek (Sec. 19, T34S,

R25E).

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Redspot Chub is one of the largest of our native minnows, generally growing to 6-8 inches long. This fish closely resembles the

more familiar creek chub but has larger scales and no spot at the front of the dorsal fin. The redspot has a large head and mouth. There

is a small barbel on each side of the mouth. Its color is greenish on the back with a white belly.

The range of the Redspot Chub is restricted to streams within the Neosho and Spring River basins. They require streams with a fair-

ly steady flow of clear water, inhabiting deep pools and runs with gravel bottoms. They are most common in those streams having

aquatic plants along their margins.

Habitat loss due to intensive land use has been a primary factor in population declines for the Redspot Chub.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Redspot Chubs are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions
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ROCK POCKETBOOOK MUSSEL
Arcidens confragosus

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Rock Pocketbook

Mussels:

(1) The main stem of the Marais des Cygnes River from I-35 in Franklin County (Sec. 6-

T17S-R20E) to the Miami/Linn county line (Sec. 17-T19S-R24E).

(2) The main stem of Pottawatomie Creek from where it enters Franklin County (Sec. 5,

T19S, R21E) into Miami County to the confluence with the Marais des Cygnes River (Sec. 12,

T18S, R22E).

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Rock Pocketbook Mussels are pro-

tected by the Kansas Nongame and

Endangered Species Conservation Act

and administrative regulations applica-

ble thereto. Any time an eligible project

is proposed that will impact the species’

preferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The mussel is triangular in shape with the dorsal margin nearly straight and the ventral edge rounded in the shape of a bow. The shell

is thick and can grow up to 4.5 inches in size. Growth ridges and grooves have distinct color changes. It is a heavily sculptured mussel.

In Kansas, an obligate riverine mussel adapted to mud, silt and silty gravel substrates where it prefers quiet water areas and usually

buries itself in the soft mud of the river bottom.

Historically occurred in medium to large streams in the Marais des Cygnes basin.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions
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SHARP HORNSNAIL
Pleurocera acuta

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Sharp Hornsnail:

The entire reach of the Marais des Cygnes River in Franklin County, extending from the

Osage/Franklin County line (Sec. 2, T17S, R17E) to the Franklin/Miami County line (Sec. 13,

T18S, R21E).

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Sharp Hornsnail are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The shell of the sharp hornsnail is thick and heavy, somewhat conical in shape and much elongated. The whorls are rather flat to

slightly convex and usually exhibit nine to eleven whorls. The color of the shell varies from pale brown to dark chestnut, with some

specimens showing variable banding. On the average, the adult is about 1 1/8 inches long with a width at the widest point of 3/8 inch.

Historically, this snail was collected from the Walnut River and the Marais des Cygnes River. Recently, it has only been collected on

the Marais des Cygnes River. The snail inhabits shallow (from a few inches depth up to three feet) sheltered reaches of larger lakes and

streams. Generally, they can be regarded as bottom dwellers, since they burrow under the sand. They may also burrow under layers of

decaying leaves and organic materials. This snail is a detritus feeder, mainly eating algae and diatoms.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions



KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2009

Subject to future revisions

47

S T A T U S

M A P  K E Y

Probable Historic Range

Known Historic Range

Designated Critical Habitat

R A N G E  M A P

SHOAL CHUB
Macrhybopsis hyostoma

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas docu-

mented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, since no recovery plan has been formulated, the following areas are des-

ignated as temporary critical for the Shoal Chub:

Critical Habitat Counties:  

a) The Missouri River (DP, AT, LV, WY);

b) The Kansas River (GE, RL, PT, WB, SN, JF, DG);

c) The Republican River downsteam of Lovewell Reservoir (RD, CD, CY)

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Shoal Chubs  are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act administra-

tive regulations applicable thereto. Any

time an eligible project is proposed that

will impact the species’ preferred habi-

tats within its probable range, the proj-

ect sponsor must contact the Ecological

Services Section, Kansas Department of

Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, 512 SE

25th Ave., Pratt, Kansas 67124-8174.

Department personnel can then advise

the project sponsor on permit require-

ments.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The shoal chub inhabits shallow riffles of large low-gradient streams of shifting sand. It is currently found in the Republican and

lower Kansas rivers. However, it is now considered rare in the Kansas River where it was once abundant. It was previously classified

as a subspecies of the speckled chub until research showed they were separate species (shoal and peppered chub). The lifespan is rel-

atively short as few fish live beyond their first year. The spawning season is long (May-August) and occurs after rainfall events increase

flow. The eggs develop as they drift downstream. Identified threats include stream flow modifications (dewatering, reduction in peak

flows, and elevation of base flows), sediment deposition, compaction of sand substrates, and establishment of sight-feeding predators

and competitors. The shoal chub is relatively small (to 2 ¾ inches), has small eyes, black speckling on its back and a fleshy extension

referred to as a barbel at the corner of its mouth.
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SICKLEFIN CHUB
Macrhybopsis meeki

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Sicklefin Chubs:

All reaches of the main stem Missouri River that are congruent with the Kansas-Missouri

border.

KANSAS: Endangered

FEDERAL: Candidate

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Sicklefin Chub is a tawny brown or greenish color and has sharply pointed, sickle-shaped fins. It grows to a length of 4 inches.

It has one small barbel on each side of its mouth.

Sicklefin Chubs require continuously and heavily turbid waters of large rivers where it frequents areas of strong current flowing over

sand or gravel substrate.

In Kansas, the Sicklefin Chub is restricted to the Missouri River main stem. Although the Sicklefin Chub has been recorded from the

lower Kansas River, those collections were during flood flows. The Kansas River does not provide suitable permanent habitat.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Sicklefin Chubs are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions
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SILVER CHUB 
Macrhybopsis storeriana 

KANSAS: Endangered

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
This member of the minnow family can reach 6 inches in length. The silver chub has a blunt, rounded snout, a silvery patch in front of its large

eyes, and a narrow, bright, silvery streak along the sides. There are small conical barbels at the corner of its mouth that are sensitive to taste. 

The silver chub is a fish of large sandy rivers. It lives on or near the bottom where it finds food by sight or taste. It is found in deep

water during the summer months. Few are thought to live longer than 3 years.

It was once common in the Kansas and Missouri rivers, but now is so infrequently found during sampling efforts it is considered

rare. No collections from the Kansas River have been documented at the University of Kansas Museum of Natural History since 1980.

However, specimens have been found during surveys in the Arkansas River and some of its tributary streams including the Ninnescah

River. Most of its natural range is east of Kansas and includes the Ohio and Mississippi river basins. In Lake Erie it is known to feed

on the invasive zebra mussel.

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Silver Chub:

(1) Missouri River bordering Kansas

(2) Kansas River from the confluence of Republican and Smoky Hill rivers (Ft. Riley) to the

Missouri River (Sec. 1 & 2-T11S-R25E)

(3) Arkansas River from the point it enters Sedgwick County (Sec. 6-T25S-R3W) to the

Oklahoma border (Sec. 36-T29S-R1E)

(4) South Fork Ninnescah River from point it enters Kingman County (Sec. 30-T27S-

R10W) to the confluence with the North Fork Ninnescah River in Sedgwick County (Sec. 36-

T28S-R4W)

(5) Ninnescah River from the confluence of the South Fork Ninnescah and North Fork

Ninnescah rivers in Sedgwick County (Sec. 36-T28S-R4W) to its confluence with the

Arkansas River in Sumner County (Sec 25-T31S-R2E)

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Silver Chubs are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions
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SILVERBAND SHINER
Notropis shumardi

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Silverband Shiners:

All reaches of the main stem Missouri River that are congruent with the Kansas-Missouri

border.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Silverband Shiners are protected by

the Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act administra-

tive regulations applicable thereto. Any

time an eligible project is proposed that

will impact the species’ preferred habi-

tats within its probable range, the proj-

ect sponsor must contact the Ecological

Services Section, Kansas Department of

Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, 512 SE

25th Ave., Pratt, Kansas 67124-8174.

Department personnel can then advise

the project sponsor on permit require-

ments.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Silverband Shiner is a small (2-2 3/4 inches) minnow with a high sharply pointed dorsal fin located directly above the pelvic fins.

Its color is pale green with a narrow silvery lateral stripe.

Silverband Shiners are restricted to the Missouri River in Kansas. It prefers moderately deep, flowing water along sand or gravel bars.

Extensive channelization has destroyed the preferred habitat of Silverband Shiners.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions
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SLENDER WALKER SNAIL
Pomatiopsis lapidaria

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Slender Walker Snails:

All wetlands and their contiguous drainageways lying within the west half of Sec. 15 and

that portion of Sec. 16 east of the left bank ordinary high water mark of the Delaware River,

Township 6 South, Range 17 East, Atchison County, Kansas.

KANSAS: Endangered

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
This small (6-8mm), dark brownish to chestnut amphibious snail lives on the lower stems and within the upper few inches of the

substrate in permanent wetlands near the Delaware River in Atchison County. This animal requires high moisture and humidity levels

within its habitat. It is most abundant where the wetland substrate is sand with a high proportion of dead plant material.

The major of the Slender Walker is throughout the eastern U.S. Isolated populations have been documented in Kansas, New Mexico

and Oklahoma. Within Kansas, the only known population occurs in artesian wetlands in Atchison County.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Slender Walker Snails are protected

by the Kansas Nongame and

Endangered Species Conservation Act

and administrative regulations applica-

ble thereto. Any time an eligible project

is proposed that will impact the species’

preferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM
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SMOOTH EARTH SNAKE
Virginia valeriae elegans

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Smooth Earth Snakes:

(1) All suitable woodland habitat within Wyandotte, Johnson, Miami, Linn, Leavenworth,

and Jefferson counties.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Smooth Earth Snakes are protected

by the Kansas Nongame and

Endangered Species Conservation Act

and administrative regulations applica-

ble thereto. Any time an eligible project

is proposed that will impact the species’

preferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Smooth Earth Snake has smooth scales on the front part and weakly keeled scales on the rear part of the body, a divided anal

scale, six scales on the upper lip and two or more scales bordering the rear edge of the eye. The head, body and tail are gray or brown

with no pattern. The belly is white. Adults normally grow to 7-10 inches in length.

Smooth Earth Snakes seem to prefer open sandstone woods, rocky hillsides in moist woodlands, deciduous forests, wooded urban

areas, woodland edge situations, open brushy woodlands without a continuous leaf canopy, and abandoned fields. They are frequently

found in thick piles of dead leaves, or beneath leaf litter, flat rocks, logs, and other surface debris, most often near forest-edge or on

hillsides with sparse tree cover.
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SNOWY PLOVER
Charadrius alexandrinus

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Snowy Plovers:

(1) All wetlands within Quivira National Wildlife Refuge in Reno, Rice and Stafford counties.

(2) All lands and waters within the current active channel of those reaches of the Cimarron

River within Clark, Comanche and Meade counties.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
Adult Snowy Plovers are about 6 inches in length with a wingspread of 13-14 inches. Very light color with a thin black bill, black

mark behind each eye and over forecrown, dark legs and feet, and black slash mark on each side of the lower throat.

The Snowy Plover prefers open salt flats, beaches and bars of rivers, and wetlands. In Kansas, this plover is a regular but uncom-

mon migrant and summer resident. Nesting occurs in scattered locations in central and southwestern Kansas where open salt flats or

sandy areas near water occur.

Snowy Plovers may occur occasionally anywhere in the state where habitat is suitable. With the exception of Reno and Rice, the

marked counties are those for which observation records are known.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Snowy Plovers are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.
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SPRING PEEPER
Pseudacris crucifer

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Spring Peepers:

All temporary and permanent wetlands within that portion of Cherokee, Crawford and

Bourbon counties lying east and south of a line beginning at the Kansas-Oklahoma border

(Sec. 18, T13S, R24E) extending north on Highway U.S. 69 to K-7, (Sec. 7, T33S, R24E, con-

tinue north on K-7 to the junction of K-7 and K-39 in Bourbon County (Sec. 17, T27S, R24E),

continue west on K-39 to the junction of K-39 and K-3 in Bourbon County, (Sec. 2, T27S,

R22E), continue north on K-3 until the junction of K-3 and U.S. 54 (Sec. 22, T25S, R22E),

continue on U.S. 54 to the Kansas-Missouri border (Sec. 25, T25S, R25E).

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Spring Peeper is a small (3/4 - 1 1/4 in.) chorus frog. The head, body and limbs are light brown in background color and the

underside is yellowish. A characteristic dark x-shaped mark is evident on the back.

Kansas is at the western edge of this frog’s continental range. Its current probable distribution within the state is restricted to the east-

ern tier of counties. The Spring Peeper requires small ponds and wetlands having abundant emergent aquatic vegetation and located

within or very near woodlands. This frog was formerly reported from Leavenworth County but drainage and clearing of woodland wet-

lands has drastically reduced its preferred habitat.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Spring Peepers are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.
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STRECKER’S CHORUS FROG
Pseudacris streckeri

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Strecker’s Chorus Frogs:

Due to the intermittency of the individual breeding pools used by Strecker’s Chorus Frogs,

specific site designations for critical habitats are not made; however, whenever and wherever

they occur, all wetlands and rainwater basins and pools within those portions of Barber and

Harper counties located south of U.S. Highway 160, east of U.S. Highway 281, and west of a

north-south line beginning at the NE corner of Section 26, T32S, R7W, Harper County and

extending due south to the Kansas-Oklahoma border are considered critical habitats.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
In Kansas, this small (1-1 5/8 inches) chorus frog is at the northern edge of its continental range. Body color may vary from brown

to gray, green or hazel. It has a dark line through the eye and a dark spot below and just in front of each eye. There are scattered dark

spots and blotches on the animal’s back.

Habitat at known locations in Kansas usually consists of shallow, run-off pools of relatively unpolluted water where some wetland

vegetation is present and no predator fish occur.

Strecker’s Chorus Frogs are currently known to occur in only Barber and Harper counties. All breeding colonies are on private lands

and are subject to impacts by cultivation, siltation or drainage of wetlands, and spraying of agricultural pesticides.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Strecker’s Chorus Frogs are protected

by the Kansas Nongame and

Endangered Species Conservation Act

and administrative regulations applica-

ble thereto. Any time an eligible project

is proposed that will impact the species’

preferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE, PARKS AND TOURISM

Effective January 2005

Subject to future revisions



S T A T U S

M A P  K E Y

Probable Historic Range

Known Historic Range

Designated Critical Habitat

R A N G E  M A P

56

STURGEON CHUB
Macrhybopsis gelida

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Sturgeon Chubs:

(1) All reaches of the main stem of the Missouri River that are congruent with the

Kansas/Missouri border.

(2) The main stem of the Kansas River from its start at the confluence of the Republican and

Smoky Hill Rivers in Geary County to its confluence with the Missouri River in Wyandotte

County.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: Candidate

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Sturgeon Chubs are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The fish has a slender nearly transparent body. Snout long, eye small, mouth ventral, with one or two prominent barbels on each side.

It has a keel on each dorsal scale. With a maximum length of 3 1/2 inches.

The species prefers large turbid sandy rivers over substrate of small gravel and coarse sand. They like areas swept by currents espe-

cially at heads of islands or exposed sandbars.
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TEXAS BLIND SNAKE
Leptotyphlops dulcis

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Texas Blind Snakes:

Knowledge of current Texas Blind Snake populations is too limited to designate specific

areas of critical habitat.

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Texas Blind Snake has belly scales the same size as those on its upper body. This snake is uniform pinkish-tan in color. The eyes

are tiny black dots. It normally grows to a length of 5-8 inches.

These snakes are restricted to the southern row of counties along the Kansas-Oklahoma border. Texas Blind Snakes are nocturnal

and secretive, frequenting ant burrows and moist areas having loose soil or sand where rocks provide cover.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Texas Blind Snakes are protected by

the Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act and adminis-

trative regulations applicable thereto.

Any time an eligible project is proposed

that will impact the species’ preferred

habitats within its probable range, the

project sponsor must contact the

Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.
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TOPEKA SHINER
Notropis topeka

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Topeka Shiners:

(1) Thurman Creek and its tributaries in Chase County from where it enters the South Fork

Cottonwood River (Sec. 28, T22S, R8E) upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 34, T22S, R9E).

(2) Thurman Creek and its tributaries in Greenwood County from where it crosses the

Chase/Greenwood County line (Sec. 2, T23S, R8E) upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 20, T23S,

R9E).

(3) South Fork Cottonwood River and its tributaries in Butler County from the Butler/Chase

County line (Sec. 4, T23S, R8E) upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 21, T23S, R8E).

(4) Mercer Creek and its tributaries in Chase County from where it enters the South Fork

Cottonwood River (Sec. 8, T22S, R8E) upstream to the Chase/Butler County line (Sec. 31,

T22S, R8E).

(5) Little Cedar Creek and its tributaries in Chase County from where it enters the South

Fork Cottonwood River (Sec. 8, T22S, R8E) upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 7, T22S, R8E).

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
This Topeka shiner is a small minnow, not exceeding 3 inches in length. Silvery-sided with a well- defined dark stripe along the side.

The tail fin has a black wedge-shaped spot at the base, other fins are plain. Breeding males exhibit reddish-orange coloration on all

fins.

Historically, records show that this species was located in all but the southwest part of Kansas. Now it is mainly found in the Flint

Hills in east central Kansas and in Wallace County in the far western part of the state. This species lives near the headwaters of small

prairie streams with high water quality and cool temperatures. These streams generally exhibit intermittent flow during summer, how-

ever pools are maintained by spring or groundwater percolation. The substrates of these streams are most often clean gravel, however

bedrock and clay hardpan overlain by a thin silt layer are not uncommon. Topeka shiners most often occur in pool and run areas.

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Topeka Shiners are protected by the

Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act, the Federal

Endangered Species Act, and state and

federal regulations applicable to those

acts. Any time an eligible project is pro-

posed that will impact the species’ pre-

ferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.
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(6) Jacob Creek and its tributaries in Chase County from where

it crosses the Chase/Lyon County line (Sec. 36, T19S, R9E)

upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 25, T20S, R9E).

(7) Gannon Creek and its tributaries in Chase County from

where it enters Diamond Creek (Sec. 10, T19S, R7E) upstream to

its headwaters (Sec. 11, T18S, R7E).

(8) Schaffer Creek and its tributaries in Chase County from

where it enters Diamond Creek (Sec. 19, T18S, R7E) upstream to

its headwaters in Morris County (Sec. 28, T17S, R7E).

(9) Collett Creek and its tributaries in Chase County from where

it enters Middle Creek (Sec. 18, T19S, R7E) upstream to its head-

waters (Sec. 27, T18S, R6E).

(10) Cary Creek and its tributaries in Dickinson County from

where it crosses the Dickinson/Geary County line (Sec. 6, T14S,

R5E) upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 33, T15S, R3E).

(11) West Branch Lyon Creek and its tributaries in Dickinson

County from where it enters Lyon Creek (Sec. 2, T15S, R4E)

upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 16, T16S, R3E).

(12) North Elm Creek and its tributaries in Marshall County

from where it enters the Big Blue River (Sec. 14, T1S, R7E)

upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 19, T1S, R9E).

(13) Mulberry Creek and its tributaries in Morris County from

where it enters Six-mile Creek (Sec. 21, T17S, R6E) upstream to

its headwaters (Sec. 25, T17S, R5E).

(14) Clear Fork Creek and its tributaries in Pottawatomie

County from where it crosses the Pottawatomie/Marshall County

line (Sec. 2, T6S, R9E) upstream to its headwaters (Sec. 28, T6S,

R10E).

(15) Deep Creek main stem in Riley County from where it

crosses the Riley/Wabaunsee County line (Sec. 22, T10S, R9E)

upstream to Interstate Highway 70 (Sec. 25, T11S, R9E).

(16) Mission Creek main stem in Shawnee County from where

it crosses State Highway 4 (Sec. 9, T12S, R14E) upstream into

Wabaunsee County through Sec. 2, T13S, R12E.

(17) Mill Creek and its tributaries in Wabaunsee County from

where it crosses Interstate Highway 70 (Sec. 27, T11S, R11E)

upstream to where it crosses State Highway 99 (Sec. 26, T13S,

R10E).

(18) Mulberry Creek main stem in Wabaunsee County from

where it enters Mill Creek (Sec. 25, T11S, R11E) upstream to its

headwaters (Sec. 6, T11S, R11E).

(19) Willow Creek main stem in Wallace County from where it

enters the Smoky Hill River (Sec. 17, T13S, R41W) upstream

through Sec. 3, T13S, R41W.

Numerous main stem and tributary reaches of: Rock Creek,

Sharpes Creek, Bloody Creek, Crocker Creek, Fox Creek,

Diamond Creek and Middle Creek in Chase County; Lyon Creek

in Dickinson County; Davis Creek, Thomas Creek and Dry Creek

in Geary County; Mud Creek and Middle Creek in Marion

County; Diamond Creek in Morris County; Walnut Creek, Wildcat

Creek, Little Arkansas Creek and Seven-mile Creek in Riley

County. Detailed maps showing specific designated stream reach-

es in these counties are maintained in the Ecological Services

Section, Pratt Operations Office.
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WESTERN FANSHELL MUSSEL
Cyprogenia aberti

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Western Fanshell Mussels:

(1) The main stem of the Spring River in Cherokee County from the Missouri/Kansas bor-

der (Sec. 1-T33S-R25E) to US-66 (Sec. 17-T34S-R25E).

(2) The main stem of Shoal Creek in Cherokee County from the Missouri border (Sec. 36-

T34S-R25E) to K-26 (Sec. 35-T34S-R25E).

(3) The main stem of the Fall River from Fall River Reservoir dam in Greenwood County

(Sec. 2-T28S-R12E) to the confluence of the Verdigris River in Wilson County (Sec. 33-T30S-

R16E).

(4) The main stem of the Verdigris River from K-47 in Wilson County (Sec. 17-T29S-R16E)

to the Kansas/Oklahoma border (Sec. 18-T35S-R17E).

KANSAS: Endangered

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Western Fanshell Mussels are protect-

ed by the Kansas Nongame and

Endangered Species Conservation Act

and administrative regulations applica-

ble thereto. Any time an eligible project

is proposed that will impact the species’

preferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
This freshwater mussel is almost round in outline, usually flattened laterally, and ranges up to 2 inches in diameter. The shell has a

shallow depression running from the umbo (beak) to the ventral margin which is bumpy and wrinkled. The shell also has distinctive

rays.

This species is an obligate riverine species found in mud, sand, gravel and cobble substrate, generally associated with less than three

feet of water. Historically found in low densities in the Fall, Verdigris, Neosho, and Spring Rivers. Appears to be extirpated from the

Neosho River. Scattered individuals have been documented in recent years in the Verdigris, Fall, and Spring Rivers and Shoal Creek.
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WESTERN SILVERY MINNOW
Hybognathus argyritis

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Western Silvery Minnows:

(1) All Kansas reaches of the main stem of the Missouri River that are congruent with the

Kansas/Missouri border.

(2) The main stem of the Big Nemaha River in Nemaha County from the Nebraska/Kansas

border (Sec. 2-T1S-R12E) to U.S. 36 (Sec. 26-T2S-R12E).

(3) The main stem of the Wolf River in Brown County from U.S. 73 (Sec. 16-T3S-R17E) to

the confluence with the Missouri River in Doniphan County (Sec. 8-T2S-R20E).

KANSAS: Threatened

FEDERAL: N/A

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Western Silvery Minnows are protect-

ed by the Kansas Nongame and

Endangered Species Conservation Act

and administrative regulations applica-

ble thereto. Any time an eligible project

is proposed that will impact the species’

preferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
This fish has a slender body and is streamlined with a maximum length of 6 inches. The eyes are larger. The mouth is thin-lipped,

ventral, without barbels. Dorsal fin is directly over pelvic fin. It is straw-colored with sides yellowish-white, not transparent.

This species historically occurred in the Missouri River and the creeks and backwaters of its floodplain. Until recently it was com-

mon in the lower Kansas River. It prefers relatively deep water where flow is sluggish and bottoms are silted, but it does occur in strong

currents of the mainstream.
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WHOOPING CRANE
Grus americana

SPECIES PROTECTION AND
CRITICAL HABITATS

Whooping Cranes are protected by

the Kansas Nongame and Endangered

Species Conservation Act, the Federal

Endangered Species Act, and state and

federal regulations applicable to those

acts. Any time an eligible project is pro-

posed that will impact the species’ pre-

ferred habitats within its probable

range, the project sponsor must contact

the Ecological Services Section, Kansas

Department of Wildlife, Parks and

Tourism, 512 SE 25th Ave., Pratt,

Kansas 67124-8174. Department per-

sonnel can then advise the project spon-

sor on permit requirements under

Kansas’ statutes. Sponsors of projects

impacting critical Whooping Crane

habitats must also contact the

Endangered Species Office, U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service, 315 Houston

Street, Suite E, Manhattan, Kansas

66502.

SPECIES DESCRIPTION
The Whooping Crane is the tallest (5 ft.) North American bird and has a 7-8 foot wing spread. Adults are white with black wing tips

and a red face. Young may be whitish gray with rusty wash color on their head and neck and scattered reddish brown feathers over their

back and sides.

Whooping Cranes are regular spring and fall transients through Kansas, generally passing through the marked corridor in March-

April and October-November. Occurrences outside the marked corridor have been infrequent but as crane populations increase, such

sightings may become more frequent.

Preferred resting areas are wetlands in level to moderately rolling terrain away from human activity where low, sparse vegetation

permits ease of movement and an open view. During migration, cranes feed on grain, frogs, crayfish, grasshoppers, fish, crickets, spi-

ders, and aquatic plants.

KANSAS: Endangered

FEDERAL: Endangered

DESIGNATED CRITICAL HABITATS
As defined by Kansas Administrative Regulations, critical habitats include those areas doc-

umented as currently supporting self-sustaining population(s) of any threatened or endangered

species of wildlife as well as those areas determined by the Kansas Department of Wildlife,

Parks and Tourism to be essential for the conservation of any threatened or endangered species

of wildlife. Currently, the following areas are designated critical for Whooping Crane:

(1) All lands and waters within Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area located east of U.S.

Highway 281 and north of U.S. Highway 56 in Barton County.

(2) All lands and waters within Quivira National Wildlife Refuge in Stafford, Reno, and Rice

counties.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has authority to designate areas of critical habitat for fed-

erally listed endangered species and has designated the following in Kansas:

Areas of land, water, and airspace with the following components: (1) Quivira National

Wildlife Refuge in Stafford, Reno, and Rice counties; (2) Cheyenne Bottoms State Waterfowl

Management Area in Barton County. (50CFR17.95)
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Subject to future revisions
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